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TERMS :

Two Dollam a year < or Ova Dollar for the first regular
session of each Congress; and FI rrr Cents for the final ses¬

sion of each Congress; and the same for each Extra Ses¬
sion.payable in all oases in advance.

OUR FOREIGN RELATIONS.

[raoM tkk dailt ixriuiotxcm or moxuay-]
Our readers have been made aware of our de¬

sire and our purpose, the subject having been
fairly taken in hand by both Houses of Congress,
to refrain from any further discussion, on our part,
of the merits of the Oregon question. From that
purpose we shall not now depart, albeit strongly
tempted to do so.

It has, however, become our duty to put our

readers, and especially those who are engaged in
commercial and maritime pursuits, (and therefore
most likely to be affected by a change in the present
prosperous circumstances of the country,) upon
their guard against too great a reliance upon our

predications, by stating that recent occurrences

have shaken the confidence which we have hereto¬
fore expressed in the peaceful termination of the
Oregon controversy* We refer, of course, to the
indications which the Debate in thfe House of Re¬
presentatives has furnished upon the subject.
Our avowed confidence in a peaceful termination

of the controversy was founded upon a convic¬
tion, derived from the Annual Message of the
President of the United States, (taking all its
parts together,) that he looked forward to a pacific
result, which, we do not doubt, he still expects.
This confidence was fortified by the information
which has reached this country, in different ways,
unofficial but credible, that the British Government
has anxiously desired, and yet desires, to maintain
peaceful relations with the United States. And
when, added to these considerations, we saw Mr.
Calhoun, a leading member of the Democratic ma¬

jority in the Senate, availing himself of the earliest
opportunity after taking his seat to declare himself
for peace, we felt justified in congratulating our

readers on the fact of so important an accession to
the body of those legislators "who think that
" peace may yet be preserved with honor, and
" who are not, at any rate, disposed to incur the
M hazards and horrors of war until all efforts for a
" pacific and honorable adjustment of the dispute
" shall be exhausted."
We cannot, even now that the course of the De¬

bate in the House has unsealed our eyes, and shown
us how near we stand to the edge of a precipice,
persuade ourselves that a majority in either House
of Congress would, all things else being equal,
prefer war to peace; but we must confess our ap¬
prehensions that the tone of the Debate in the
House of Representatives, connected, as it must be,
in the estimation of all the foreign world, with the
claim to " the whole of Oregon," set up in the Pre¬
sident's Message, cannot but be of the worst augury
for the maintenance of peace.
We desire therefore to recall any expressions of

confidence which we have heretofore felt ourselves
authorized to use in regard to the peaceful termina¬
tion of this Oregon dispute; hoping, at {he same

time, that counsels wiser than those which now

seem in the ascendant may yet avert the dire
catastrophe of War.

[*ao* TBI DAILT IHTtLLIOEKtlR OF TCtinil.]
The Oregon question came up yesterday in the

Senate, upon the motion of Mr. Allen, with a view
to fixing a time for its discussion, which Mr. Allen
moved should be postponed and made the order of
the day for Tuesday, the 27th of this month. A
motion of Mr. Westcott, however, to postpone it
to the 10th of February, was decided in the affirm¬
ative by a vote of 32 to 18; a vote which certain¬
ly argues an indisposition, on the part of the Se¬
nate, to precipitate the question. Mr. Westcott
did not indeed place his motion distinctly on that
ground ; but a reference to the yeas and nays on

the question will show that the delay was against
the wishes of those who have heretofore been for¬
ward in pressing the matter upon the Senate.

I his.vote of the Senate, however, we presume,
indicates no more than a determination to act on

the subject with deliberation, in a manner worthy
of the dignity of that body.
The apprehension, which we yesterday founded

upon the tone of the debate in the House of Repre¬
sentatives, is certainly in some degree qualified by
yesterday's action of the Senate, in so far as the
delay of a month before acting cannot but be
favorable to calm consideration and wise decision.
We embrace the opportunity to say that, in our

yesterday's reference to this subject, our only pur¬
pose was to guard our readers from relying too
much upon our own speculations on the probabili¬
ties of a peaceful or a hostile termination of the de¬
bated question, and our expressed confidence in the
former result, which they might suppose to have
been based upon facts known to us and not to them.
We still think that there will be peace between us
and old England, but we do not feel the same con¬
fidence of it since the disclosures made in the de¬
bate still going on in the House of Representatives.
That ia all we meant to say.
A movement something like looking War in the

face, and preparing for it, was made in the Senate
yesterday. This was the introduction of a Bill
from the Committee on Naval Affairs (founded
doubtless on estimates from the proper Department)
for the construction of ten steam vessels of war,
and appropriating between five and six millions of
dollars for the purpose. This will do for a begin¬
ning ; but it is not more than one-fourth of the
amount which ought to be forthwith appropriated
for the same purpose, (in addition to the ordinary
Naval expenditures,) if we seriously expect to have
occasion for any addition whatever to the Naval
Establishment.

[from Tit itAiLt niTiuisiircn or tioudit.]
The attention of our readers cannot fail to be at¬

tracted by the proceedings in the Senate yesterday ,

upon different branches of our relations with the'
foreign world.
We congratulate the country upon the failure of

the attempt to get up in that body a debate upon a

J proposition (that of Mr. Allen) which fall* little
short of a general declaration of war against all die
nations of Europe, not in defence of any rights of
the United States, but in a spirit of Quixotic enter¬

prise for the redress of alJ grievances, without re-

erence to their merits, which any nation on the con¬
tinent of America may at any time allege against
[said nations, or any one of them. The debute
upon such a proposition could not fail to disturb the
harmony of our relations with all die rest of the
world. As to pausing it, we presume that even

the mover (though he is the Chairman of the Com.
mittee of Foreign Relations) cannot have anticipated
any eventual success for his proposition. The vote

by which the unusually full Senate, on the instant,
signified its disapprobation of it, was suflicicndy
decisive, but, we take it for granted, would have
been much more so, had it involved any other ques¬
tion concerning it than that of reception merely.
Wo congratulate the country, further, that the

distinguished Senator from Kentucky, who has been
reported in letters written from this city to in¬
tend, with some other Whig Senators, to vote
for a Legislative act giving off-hand the twelve
months' notice of the abrogation of the conven-
tional stipulation for the joint occupation of the
rcgon territory, has, by the evidendy carefully-

considered proposition introduced by him, indicated
the course which he proposes to pursue ; and that
it is such as to be worthy of his reputation as a

statesman and a patriot, whose object is an honor¬
able peace, if attainable, in preference to an unne¬

cessary and forced war. The consideration of his
proposition is made the order of the day for the
same day that has been already fixed upon for the
consideration of the resolution on the same subject
reported by the Committee of Foreign Relations :

that is to say, the 10th day of February.

IMPORTANT FROM MEXICO.

By the United States ship St. Marys, which ar¬

rived at Pensacola on the 2d instant, in ten days
from Vera Cruz, we learn (through the Pensacola
.azette) of the refusal of the Mexican Govern¬
ment to receive Mr. Slidkll as Minister from the
United States. Mr. S., however, has not returned
in the St. Marys, nor does the Gazette vouch for the
correctness of the news; but says that it is "dis
4 posed to credit it on account of our critical rela-
' m"* WltI' Great Britain» a circumstance of#which
.Mexico would not hesitate to take advantage."
On the other hand, the Pensacola Democrat, which
says that Mr, Slidell "was not well received,"
asenbes the conduct of the Mexican Government
to the impending revolutions by which it is embar¬
rassed.
A private letter, dated at Pensacola on the 3d in¬

stant, which we find in the Mobile Journal, throws
but little additional Hghj on the wibject. It says :

I JhC 8t" which vessel you will rcmcml>cr carried
our Minister to Vera Cruz, arrived her® yesterday cvcninK
after a voyage of ten days, arid anchored off the .Navy Y«rd.
Up to the tune I write no one from shore has boarded her, huf
several had come ashore from her. She is understood to brine
Urge despatches for our Government. Those who came from
her report (and the re,H>rt is credited) that our Minister was

y received by the Mexican Government, and was in fact
insulted. Another version of the story is, that he was not
received and recogniaed as such at all. Both reports, how¬
ever, resolve themselves pretty much into Uie same thing This
statement has created no Utile excitement here, and, if true
as have but litlle doubt one or the other is, it u presumed
that the entire Gulf squadron will shortly appear before Vera
vrui.

i he New Orleans Courier of January 3, with
'some information apparently not possessed by other
papers of that city, discusses at large the probabi¬
lity of the success of Mr. Slidell's Mission to
Mexico. According to its views (as translated and
condensed for the Picayune) this success must de¬
pend upon the ability of the Government of Presi¬
dent Hcrrera to withstand the attack of Paretics.
The Courier enters at length into the circumstances
and posit,on of both these chieftains, as well as

of Generals Arista and Bustamente, and thence it
educes the almost certain triumph of Paredes.
But the principle upon which Paredes will go into
power is that of unqualified resistance to the an¬

nexation of Texas to the United States, and to the
dismemberment of the Mexican Republic. Hence
the Courier argues, his supremacy will be fatal to the'
hopes entertained of success for the American Min¬
ister. The latest account received at New Orleans
brought a report that Paredes had declared against
Herrera, and was marching upon the capital: but in
the mean time the Government organ at Mexico has
officially announced that Paredes had assured the
President that he would atand by and support the
Government in negotiating with the United States,
in case the popular clamor against making peace
should endanger the safety of the Government.

Private letters have been received from Mr.
Slidell, which state « that he arrived in the city of
Mexico on the 8th December, and was still there
on the 17th, but they make known nothing defini¬
tive on the subject of his reception."
Wc have other intelligence, professing to be

founded on reports brought by the St. Mary's,
which represents Mexico to be in a great state of
commotion, daily anticipating a revolution, which
restrains the present Government (believed to be
avorable to the reception of Mr. Slidkll) from
taking any action on the subject.
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PROCEEDINGS IN CONGRESS.
Extracth from our Daily Reports.

IN THE SENATE.
On motion of Mr. ALLEN, the resolution reported by

him from the Committee on Foreign Relation*, to annul and
abrogate the existing convention between tho United States
and Great Britain in relation to the territory lying between the
forty-second and the fifty-fourth degree forty minute* of north
latitude, and extending from tho Rocky Mountains to the Pa¬
cific ocean, wan taken up.

Mr. Allkn made thin motion, he said, as he had stated he
would do at the time when he made the report from the com¬
mittee, at an early day in the present week, in order that he
might have au opportunity of moving to fix sume ("articular
day for it* discussion. He now moved that the resolution lie
postponed to and made the special order of the day for Tues¬
day, the 27th instant.

Mr. HAYWOOD said that, for bis own part, he would
prefer that a later day should l»e named ; but, by way of com¬
promise, he would move an amendment that Tuesday, the
third day of February next, be the day riuuiud.

Mr. ALLEN said it wan very natural to expect that 011

great questions like these there should be a diversity of desire
ae to the time for proceeding to their consideration. Ho was
aware that circumstances might make it extremely desirable to
the Senator from North Carolina that tho resolution should
lie postponed to the day he had named; but, on the. other
liand, other Senator* desired an earlier day than ho had him¬
self named. The desire of the committee was to accommo¬
date all, as far as it was possible ; and, with this view, they
had settled ujwn the day which he had now proposed. He
regretted extremely that he could not acquiesce in the motion
made by his friend, the Senator from North Carolina. He
regretted it both on account of the value which he placed
upon the presence of the Senator at the commencement, as
well as during the continuance of the discussion, and on ac¬
count of tho desire which the Senator naturally entertained
to bo present. But it was one of those questions upon which
it was impowible that all |>eraons should be of one mind ; and
equally impossible that the wishes and convenience of every
particular member of that body could be consulted. He wish¬
ed to say to his friend from North Carolina that ho felt com¬

pelled to adhere to the motion which ho had made, without
entertaining the least disposition to thwart his wishes on the
subject.

Mr. HAYWOOD said he did not wish to be understood as

intimating that the Senator from OhioJiad any desire to cross
his views or wishes, nor did he wish the Senate to suppose
that he desired the arrangement of a question of this Fort to be
made with a view only to suit his j>ersonal convenience. He
certainly did not expect to be herfe 011 the day named by the
Senator from Ohio, but that consideration alone did not in¬
fluence him in the desire which he felt for a further postpone¬
ment. He thought that three or four weeks would be quite
little time enough for allowing Senators to consult their con¬
sciences and to form their judgments upon the question, and
it would afford time also for the development of events which
might or might not influence their decisions. When he spoke
of time for reflection, he did not mean that any great length
of time was necessary to enable Senators to come to a decision
as to any particular point. But the resolution presented a

very important, and, in the opinion of some, an all important
question.no less than the question of war or peace ; and un¬
der this view he felt hound to make the motion which he had
made by way of amendment, in order that the action of the
Senate might be more matured by taking three weeks for think¬
ing l>efoie talking on the svbject; for, in his opinion, sj»eech-
making in the Senate had more effect in directing the public
mind than in enlightening the Senate itself upon the subject.

Mr. WESTCOTT said he was in favor oT a still longer
period than that suggested by the Senator from North Caro
Una. If the question were of that vast importance ; if it were
a question in fact, as had been argued there and elsewhere,
of peace or of war, it was one which would derive no disadvan
tage from a postponement for three or four weeks. Besides, it
was a question on which the Senators from the new States
had a right to be heard, and on the decision of which they
had a right to have their votes recorded. If it were the case
that war or peace dej>ended 011 the favorable,act ion or other¬
wise of the Senate upon this question, (in reference to which
he would not now mprass an opinion,) Senators from the new
States were more deeply interested than any others; and he
could see no reason why the discussion should bo urged, or

why the decision of the question should l»e pressed. He would
frankly state that if it were pressed without an opjHtrtuuity
being afforded for good advisement, his own course might
possibly lie entirely different from what it would be if the ques¬
tion should be |>ostponed to what he conceived to be a reason¬
able time: until the people of every soction of the Union
might have time afforded them to reflcct upon it, and until the
people in that section of the country which he had the honor
in part to represent might have time to communiratc to thoir
Representatives the result of their reflections. He did not
know whether the gentleman from North Carolina would ac¬
cede to his proposition to extend the time one week longer
than he had proposed. He would at all events submit that
motion.
The question upon this motion to postpone until the tenth

day of February lieing put.
Mr. MANGIIM called for the yeas and nays upon it;

which were onlered.
Mr. CALHOUN then said he rose simply for the purpoee

of stating that, as far as he was individually concerned, he
had no wish for a protracted postponement of the question ;
but if any Senator dcaired that there should be delay, for the
purpose of giving the subject further consideration, or for any
other cause, he would be averse to opposing it; but he desired
that it should Ixi distinctly understood that if he voted for fix¬
ing a distant day, it was only for the sake of accommodating
those Senators who desired further delay.

Mr. ARCHER said he was one of those who were in favor
of fixing the 27th as the day for the discussion of the subject,
but he would willingly vote for a later day, becausc he did
not think there was any good reason whv the decision of the
Senate should lie precipitated. As long as Congress remain¬
ed in session it was in their power at any time to pass the no¬
tice ; and, if they were to post|ione it until near tho close of
the session, he thought it would be quite as well. It would
then be as effectual as at any other time. News might reach
them in the mean time which would render it a work of su¬

pererogation. He had coincidcd with the views of the com¬
mittee in naming the 27th, hut he was quit* willing to acqui¬
esce in the appointment of any later day.
The question was then taken on Mr. Wescott's pro|»osi-tion appointing the 10th day of February next, and it was de¬

cided in the affirmative, as follows : '

YEAR.Me»«r* Archer, Barrow, Benton, Berrien, Cal¬
houn, Chalmers, Thomas Clayton, John M. Clayton, Colquitt,Corwin, Crittenden, Davis, Dayton, Kvans, firiene, Haywood,
Jarnagin, Johnson, of Maryland, Johnson, of Louisiana, I a w is,
MrDuflfie, Manhunt, Miller, Pearce, Penny barker, Phelps,Speight, Upham, Webster, Wustcott, Woodbridge, Yulee..12.
NAYS.Messrs. Allen, Ashley, Atchison, Atherton, Brecsc,Bright, Cameron, Cass, Dickinson, Dix, Fairfield, Hannegan,Jennets, Nil&s, Semple, Sevier, Sturgeon, Turney.18.

NAVAL DEFENCES.
Mr. FAIRFIELD, from the Committee on Naval Affair*,

reported the following bill, which was read and ordered fo l>e
printed :

'Re it rnnrtril by the Senate and ftwt of Rcfn-rtentative! ofthe I nited Stair* of .Imrrica in C*ntpr*x attrmhlrd, That
the President of the United States be and he is hereby author¬
ized to erase to be built, equipped, and employed in the naval
service of the United States, ten steamships, or vessel* of war,
to be constructed of Iron, if practicable, to wit : three of the
class of frigates, five of the class of sloops of war, and two of
a smaller class.

Sec. i And be it farther enacted, Tliat the President be
and he is hereby further authorized, if, in hit opinion, at any
time before the lomtenccment of the next regular session of
Congress the public exigencies should require it, to cause to be
completed all the frigates and sloops of war now upon the
stocks, and to repair and put into active service all the shipsand vessels of war now in ordinary.Sec. S. .Indbe itfurther etuictcd, That the President hennd
he is hereby authorized to purchase or collect such naval sup¬
plies, materials, and ordnance as he may deem the public in¬
terests require, limiting the amount to the appropriation for
this purpose herein sflerwards made.

See. 4. .Indbe it fiirti'ter enacted, That, in carrying into ef¬
fect the first section of this hill, the President lie and he is
hereby authorized to cause said ships or vessels to be built un¬
der contract, if, in his opinion, the public interest would he
tliereby promoted.

Sec. 5. And he it further enacted. That for the purpose of
carrying into effect the foregoing provisions, the sum of five
millions six hundred and seventy-five thousand dollars, to wit,
for the building and Nplppln| of strips and vessels provided for
in the first section of tnis bill, two millions nine hundred and
twenty thousand dollars ; for completing the thins and vessels
now upon the stocks, one million five hundred ana twenty thou¬
sand dollars ; for repairs of ships and vessels in ordinary, six
hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars ; for the purchase of
naval supplies, materials. and ordnance, five hundred thousand
dollars, be and the same is hereby appropriated, to be paid out
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated.

See. C. And he itfarther enacted. That so much of the first
section of the act approved March S, IMS, entitled "An act
making appropriation* for the naval service forth* year ending
the thirtieth ol' June, sighteen hundred and forty-six," as limits

I'',;, "'/"I" ,ulnibV1' °f l*«y officer*, seamen or ordinary seamen,

fi I" ll'e ""v#1 «ervi«: W "even thouuuid
hu"dred, ,>e "'"1 <he same is hereby repealed.

NON-INTERFERENCE OF EUROPEAN NATIONS

m \ i *J: amewcan AFFAIRS.
Mr. AliLLN, in pursuance of notice previously given, ask-

,V" t
H Joint r,'M,lut,or' declaratory of the prin¬

ciple by which the United State will be governed in regard
"*!"-W-- °f "» °< E"»l» i« poJLl
allairs of the independent nation** of America.

!?C ol tl,c w-ohtlion wuh railed for, and it was read
i»y tlie JSecretary, an follows :

assMw?
*!!^io"_!* -rtaiulWa of Ku-

milii..4 ii«
¦««iiuon 01 i>ongi-css to tins

theuJi teifSiT*. |,ocmh«,!« M",, sl° -""ounce, on the ,*rt of

UH . c i H u .'/ r r,10ter »,r ,,cil,k 01 non-intervention,
ii.a.le v il I' i .

Co"f>reM l,M,t t*»e announcement thus
lunik bv the I resident whs demanded bv the manifest hazard
to Which such interference would inevitably e*.»£ ,!.' tSZ
new" V*m* "OW sul,sl*t,"K between U»e old world and the

fiesohiil, That Congress, thus concurring with the Presi-
det, and ."'wide that this subject has been forced upon the at-
tent,on of the United States bv recent events so sii?!^, t^
" n.r.k- -i impossible for (bis Gover.ime* Wertoremah!
Lhe'lVn''ready to submit to and even u,.ile

e enforcement ol this dangerous doctrine, do hereby soleWinlv
SSd SuSf ir,ed W° ,U,C U,mlun4l,,t' ""lutim. of the

effort oflb P
a ,,V" lOL'"fo,'COtl,e l"'i"ciple tliat anv

J m/a^o ,,- iv ° ro,K 10 "itermeddle in the social or.

gaiuzation oi |»olitical ammgemeuts of the independent na¬

tions ol America, or further to extend tbe K1Uh>,k^" vJe,,, of
!<Xni ' T? uo,u""'"1 h>' ,he ettablisbment of new

colonics, would be incompatible with tbe independent
ence of the nations and dangerous to the liberties oftho people.

America, and therefore would incur, as by the right of si If-

CSSSSL" "»***.«¦» wUSS'i
""" 11 <*> road a second time!

hW/gn Rawt.' 10 "* K(mM " ""«j
"h*",c'fea,e '"d ".*.

OFFICER .toted ,h« ,!«.

Mr ruhT1v* ,aLVe lo "llr<*'uce the resolution.
Mr. CALHOUN said he would like to hear the whole reso-

utior. again read before being called upon to decide even upon
the preliminary question of Us reception. It migl.t be a mat¬
ter of vast importance, and ho certainly thought that in all

catHOS U;c Mtjcfion of even a vote for the reception of a

proposition should not lie Riven by the Senate without a clear
understanding of it* nature ; and, in this case, he would ven-

contained&W k,,cw whal ,he res-jlution

The resolution having be«n again read
Mr. CALHOIJN proceeded tu remark that every Senator

must lie aware that, in the present condition of th-' country
this resolution called upon the Senate to make a most solemn
docl'iration ; and it would lie a matter for their serious reflec¬
tion, in the course of the discussion of ihc question, in case
the motion to receive be carried, how far they were prepared
to carry such a declaration into effect. I
I |1V?knm,l, 88,11 Mr' C;' Can View wi,h wronger feelings than
I do the improper uiterfrrence of the Powers of Europe wiUi
the people ol this continent, and I Uke this opportunity to

say that, an far as my information extends, the interference in
the affa.is of the Republic of Buenos Ayrrs by the French and

ij
0VPr"rnents WttH an outrage altogether unprecedent¬

ed and unjustifiable.
But it is a very great and serious question whether we shall

take u|h>ii ourselves the guardianship of the whole continent,
ana pledge ourselves for its protection under all circumstances.
lave we reached such a state of maturity that we arc prepar¬
ed t» take this course of policy > Sir, it will have to be a very
different course from any which has been heretofore pursued
II we are determined to make our dechiratimi mean am thina
if we are determined that the course indicated shall be pur¬
sued, the entire energies of the country must be put in a state
of preparation.

Sir, the subject requires time, and I am sorry to see it agi-
U nUl thi* particular moment. 1 am afraid it will have no

beneficu! effect ujxm our rclaUoriN with Uie rest of the world
1 he I resident of the United States has, in his menage to
congress, made the same announcement as is marie ?>y this

resolution. W hy not for the present be satisfied with that
announcement > Sir, even the declaration made bv Mr
Monroe was one the propriety of which was questioned by
¦nany' wise heads. I did not, but I w«« « far younger man
then than at present. And I have heard the ^egotfstors of
hat f»enoil say it had a very injurious effect upon foreign
owers. One thing is certain, it led to no practical benefit

WP "rr «l>Pro»<-hing great evenls, arid I am afraid we
are not approaching them with that solemnity and forethought
which pioperly Mo.,g. to them. 1. ,.y opinion we are

Htendmg at a juncture where two roads part, one to the right
and one to the left, and according as we decide at this se^i,.!,
of Congress, the future destinies of this country will turn.
I am for solemn deliberation even ujwn the question of receiv¬
ing a resolution such as this. J regret that the chairman of
the Committee on Foreign Relations has introduced it. 1
would rather that the matter should l>e left where the Presi¬
dent has placed it; and I trust that the gentleman will not press
the quertion in any form or shape, at the present moment.

" Aulshn Mid he had no expectation that the resolu¬
tion would be adopted by the Senate without encountenntr
some opposition ; but he had not supposed that the bare intro¬
duction of it as a matter for the Senate to delil^rate upon
would be met by so decided an opposition. It was not his
intention to go into an investigation of the principle involved
in the resolution, nor to reply to the suggestions of the Sena¬
tor Iro.n South Carolina further than to observe that the Sena¬
tor was certainly in error in supposing thai, liecause the Prc-
sulent had declared the position of the Ooverninent of the

.'ted "fates in relation to this matter, Congress oucht to re¬

main silent, and lenve that declaration unsupported bv the
balance of the Government. What would then Ik- the posi
tioti of tbe case ' The President communicates to Congress,
in hi* annual message, under the clause of the Constitution
which requires him to communicate his views with regard to

pubhc affairs annually to Congress.he communicates the
fact of certain arts having l-een committed on the part of cer¬

tain European Powers, which he deems sufficiently palpable to

require the announcement of the principle which he has an¬

nounced. In obedience to this requirement of the Constitu¬
tion, he has addressed this IhhIv and the House of Represen¬
tatives on the subject. And, having thus addressed himself
to Congress, under the oath which lie has taken, and the con¬

stitutional obligation which rested u|s>n him, it Congress re¬

main loudly silent and iuaclivc on the subject, that silence
will he considered a negation of the principle laid down by
the President. That silence is, in effect, a proclamation to
all the 1 owers of Europe that this Government, as far as the
legislative branch is concerned, ih.es not recognise the princi¬
ple asserted by the President of the United States.

Now, continued Mr. A., this is not a question floating in
the air, that any man is at liberty to catch up and bring In-fore
this body it is a question constitutionally presented to us bv
the President of the Unite,! States. It is, therefore, substan¬
tially before Congress, ami it is before Congress under circum¬
stances which will make the silence of Congres* amount lo

negation of the principle laid down by the President.
In regard to the question as to what shall be construed to l>e

such an interference as to require the Government of the Uni¬
te,! States to resort to this principle, this will be a question for
the solemn deliberation of this lh*!y and of the House of Re¬
presentatives. This will be a question which will naturally
arise when this IkxIv shall have taken the subject fully under
its consideration, when the various opinions entertained by
members of this l«odv may lie manifested by proposition* to

amend the resolution. But, in regard to the general principle
laid down by Mr. Monroe, and sanctioned by the public opi¬
nion of the American |>eoplc for twenty-one year*, sanctioned
also by the present President in his message to Congress.as
to the propriety of this principle, I believe there can he no he*i
tation or doubt, even on the {.art of the honorable Senator
from South Carolina.

But I do not feel that I am at liberty to go into this question
at large at this time, ft is not my intention, nor have I asked
for the consideration of the subject immediately. I have intro¬
duced it in the form of a joint resolution, which will require all
the solemnities attached to the passage of a law before it can
reach its final adoption ; and I design, if the Senate do not reject'
it in Itmine, to move its reference to the Committee on Foreign
Relations, in the expectation that it will there receive that grave
attention which the nature of the subject requires, and that its
reference will be followed by a report indicative of the sense of
the committee upon the subject.
And now 1 must l>e allowed to say that I have never before

henn! an objection raised to the mere introduction of a mea¬

sure, (however objectionsble it might be considered to be in
substance by many Senators^ which had been commended to

the attention of Congress in the solemn form of the President's
annual message. I believe there was a case when there was

opposition manifested to the introduction of a hill, on a former
occasion, in relation to matters connected with the Bank of
the I nitcd States. That is the only instance which I recol-

lect, ami I do not reinenil»er ihe objects contemplated by lb®1
bill; but it ih quite another allair when a matter ol great na¬
tional moment in refused introduction here.
The Senator from §outh Carolina think- that, at, thw parti¬

cular period, we should remain silent. Sir, it is the circum-
aUnotM in which the world in placed at thin particular tune
which, in my judgment, requires tUeco1m.derat,o.»0Co^eres* I believe that the message of President 1 oik has re¬
ceived from the American people as undivided approbation as

any document that evet emanated from a public functionary
the United Stales ; ,and his declaration on the subject of for¬
eign interference being sulwiantially but a reiteration ot the
dedalation of President Monroe, can, if I am not under a very
great misapprehension, encounter no serious objection from
any true American mind. This I consider a very substantial
reason for the presentation of ihe subject.
And now a word as to the tune for its presentation. I he

P,esident declares dial, in the existing circumstance, of the
world, the present is deemed a proper occasion to reiterate the
principle assorted by Mr. Monroe, and to state Ins cordial eon-turreiS* in it» wisdom and sound policy. The reaction ol\Z principle, specially in reference to North America, ,s at
this day but the promulgation of a policy which no hun>i>ean
Power'should cherish the disposition to resist.
The President deems that the existing circumstances ot the

world make it imperative u|K.n hiin.not a ccntury hence >u
xow.to call tlie atteuiion of Congress to the "uhiect. But,
sir, I shall go not at all into the deep waters which the ques¬
tion ojiens up ; I shall not go into the reasons founded on the
necessity for looking to the preservation ol national existence.
Which arise out of the consideration of this great and momen-
l U'l shall not undertake now to review the system of European
policy.a system growing out of their desire to ensure what
they choose to call a balance of power. I hese are consider¬
ations Which I trust will hereafter, during the present session
of Congress, receive some degree ol attention on the part ol
the Senate of the United State*. If there Iw a disposition to
refuse the reception of this resolution, I shall content myself
with asking the yeas and nays of the body, in order that the
resolution, with the votes, may stand upon the journal as a

record of my own views upon the matter embraced in the

rt*Mr "cALHOUN said the manner in which the resolution
was introduced certainly sUuck him as being somewhat cx-
traordinarv. The chairman of a committee to whom a

part of the President's Message had l>een referred, introduces,,
mi his own authority and responsibility, as I now understand,
a resolution relating to the very subject referred

Mr. ALLEN. The Senator is right; it is niy own pro-

P0\l'r°n<J\LHOUN. ^ cerUlniy think the Senator has no

precedent for such a course, and I doubt whether it i,. not. en¬

tirely out of order. Have the other members of the com¬

mittee Ix en consulted > llav* my worthy and gallant friend
from Michigan and the other inemhers ol that committee been
consulted } No, sir; the chairman takes up a poition ol the
President's Message which has U-cn referred to his commit¬
tee, and on his own responsibility brings forward a resolution
in relation to it. Why, he might lake up every other sub¬
ject in the same manner, without consultation with the com¬

mittee at all. Sir, this of itself i- a good and sufficient rea¬
son for refusing rwrmission to introduce the resolution.
The gentleman himself, Mr. President, J.as assigned a good

reason whv it should not be received. He says it is <wenty-
one vears since Mr. Monroe made the declaration, and it has
U-come the settled opinion of the Ame.ican |*opfe. JOnmwhy reiterate it on the present occasion, unless it.be designed
that it shall have an effect upon other j>oitions of the work
besides our own > Sir, I intend to provoke no ''^ussion. I
know the difficulties which surround us. I am tor pi ace,, a

I have said before, if l*-ace can be honorably preserved ; and
I ain not for rushing into measures which may have the eflect

disturbing the peaceful relations which now exist, without
having some good and sound reason for the ndoption of such

""XTam against the reception of this resolution, unless
Senators are prepared to go on and meet all the contingencies
contemplated by it. If so, if are to take this stand we

must Ik- prepared to put forth all our strength ; we must be¬
come at once a great military republic, and take earnest and
effectual measures to repel all foreign interference upon this

C°*s!r^!t'woiild have been better to make the declaration etn-

Inced in this resolution in reference to Buenos Ay res once.
It is the part of wisdom to make wise and efficient prcpara-ion tfore incurring a responsibility of this deser,p£>n.There is no dignity in such a hasty proceeding. I rue digni¬
ty consists in making no declaration which we arc not pre¬
pared to maintain. I am utterly opposed to the reception of
the resolution, and I ask the yeas and nays upon the question.
Mr J ARNAGIN said he would abstain from entering into

any discussion upon this question at this time, though his dis¬
inclination was certainly not founded upon any want of cour-
tcsy towards the Senator from Ohio , but he wa* not prepar¬
ed to vote upon the receptiou of a projwwtion of tills nature,
fer he did nit know what would be the effect of -hat vote, ,
and for the purpose of having an opportunity of looking into
the matter, he would ask that the motion for h aveM laid
upon the table : and upon that question he desired that the

J*M,"e office, inUmeWl .he. Ihe
motion now pending to lay the motion for leave upon the
table was not debatable.

, . f .The yeas and nays were then taken, and resulted as fol-

1°Tk\S.Mewrs. Archer, Barr"*, Berrien, Calhoun, Chal-JrJ* Thoml.Oayton, John M. Clayton Corwin Crittenden,l»avii Dayton, F.van., Greene, Haywood, Huntington J at na-

.jn lobnson, of Mainland, Johnson, ot Louisiana, Mcl)uffi« ,5lai.guin, Miller. Pearce, Phelps, Simmons, Upham, Web-

Cdnuitl, Dkk..;«». is,. F.M.W,
Ha.uiegan, Jeaneaa, Lewi., Nile., PennyUckcr, Sen.ple, Se-
vier, Speight, Sturgeon, 1 urney, Yulafl

THE OREGON QUESTION.
Mr. CRITTENDEN desired leave U» introduce the follow¬

ing resolution, with the intention of having it read and order¬
ed to be printed, and made the order of the day for the 10th
day of February next: .

A Rtmlutirm concerning the Oregon Trm/orV-
Whereas, by the conrent,on concluded on the *Xh dav o

Octolier, 181S, between the United State, ol America and the
King of the United Kingdom ol Great Britain and Ireland,for
the period of ten year*, and afterward, indefinitely ' xt.nded
and continued in "force by another convention ot the same pa t -

tic, concluded the 6th .lay of August, 18*7, it «g L\'.anv country that may Ik- claimed by either |*rty on the ... h-
west coast "of America, westward ofthe Stony or Rocky M"'"-
tains, now commonly called the Oregon territory, . ^gether with it. Iwrbora, bay., and creek., and the
all river, within the .ame, h<- '« free and oj.cn to tb< v< sst Is,
citizens,and subject* of the two Powers, but »'th°ut prejudice
to any claim which either of the parties "light have to anv
..art of said countrv ; and with this further Provision in the 2d
article of the mid convention of the fith August, 1H37, that t1-

ther partv might abrogate and annul said convention on giving
due notice of twelve month.to the other contracting^J \And whereas it has now becomede.irablc that tin rt apec «
claim, of the United State, and Great Britain should be <1. (i-
nitivelv settled, and that said territory may, no longerihau needT,nLin subject^jto the evil consequences of the- mjse-(riai.ee of it. American and Briti.h population.and ol thei"*
lusion and conflict of national jm.^ietlfl«s dan^rou»tofficcherisited peaee and good undci .landing ofthetwocw.n^cWith a view, therefore, that step, be taken for the abroga-
tinn of (he nid convention of ihe 6th Augtist^
mode prescrilx-d in it. *d artiele, an.l that the attention of theSSLCTt. of both countries may be the more ean.e.t y and
immediately directed to renewed eflbrU tor *
all iheir differences and dispute, in respect lo w',' ^r , (|7rlHe involved by tht Senate wul Hmuc of ReprntnMPve»
of the I rnte,I suae* of. tmerica in Congren atjcmbicH, 1 batlie President of the United States be, and lie is hereby aollior-Sed.Tt Lis discretion, to give to the British Gov^.mentthenotice required by its said 2d art icle forthe «*

/ r|.srw.
ainicab'e si'ttlement and ^djiis^ne^t of^ll their diflerej|ee*^,|dingress.
Mr CALHOUN suggested that it was an established par¬

liamentary rule that when a subject is in the Passion of the
Senate, a proposition upon the same subject can onlv be in

troduce.1 by way of amendment A departure from his rule
had Ihh-ii, in his ..pinion, the cause of great irregularity in the
other House, and he would suggest to the Senator whether it
would not be the better course to give notice that when the
aubiect comes up upon the report of the Commute on For¬
eign Relations, he would move his proposition by way ol
amendment.
Mr CRI TTENDEN said he was not very well versed in

questions of order, but he supposed that the introduction of re-
aolutiotis by one member did not prtclude the introduction of
resolutions upon the same subject by another. He desired to
offer his views in the form of a resolution, without intending
to make that resolution the subject of any immediate proceed¬
ing on the part of the Senate, but that it be postponed until
the 10th day of February, when the report of the Committee
on Foreign Relation, would come up for discusaion, and then
to move his resolution a* an amendment.

Mr. CALHOUN said he made no objection. He only sug¬
gested to the Senator the parliamentary course.

Mr. CRITTENDEN observed that it wu hi* intention to
conform to that course.
The resolution was then read, oidered to be printed, and

inade tl»e order of the day far the 10th day of February next.

IN J HE HOUSE OF KLPRENTESATIVES
STEAM NAVY.

^D0WELL "kC<J 'eaV° 10 "Ubmh lhe M°"ing re-

Retttved, That the Committee on Naval Afliiir* l,e
ed to obtain, through the agency of the Secretary of the Trea"
sury or otherwise, statements from the aeveral collector* 0| Uie
customs in the Luiti.d States ol the *tea111 and other vesselsen
rolled m the respective districts, whether employed in the
hshei ics or in the lakes, coastwise or foreign navigation, which
may be ol the burden ol 400 tons and upward* ; givimr in audi
satemeut the age and present condition of oacli vessel, her
Burden, her general construction, both for strength and sail-

uiLl il *?! " rn,P'<>)*<« whether in port or the
usual u ae ol her return to port, the estimated value of such

il.i
0 ow,»er°r owners and commanders, and

I lit number of her crew.

ht-sohf,/, That the said committee be further instructed to

SZT 7 ,C,Jtl>e<l,,eu7.' I,racticability, and best mode of
en It ring available to the Government, in the event ofany ex-

g.-ncy or necessity, the use of all.such vessels as may lie suita-
1,8 I/'1'!*'"-. «."' lhe employment of the same, of their

1* sting officers and crews, either upon the principle of a ma¬
ritime m.litm lor the United States, or otWwiSe provider
or the purchase of such of said vessels as they may at an?
time desire to uke into the* service, or for suitable compen¬
sation to the owners during the period of such .n vur, arnlfor
kranting such commissions to their commanders and other of¬
ficers, and such pay to them and their erews as would be suit-

.m.li."'" ''V0'"51'; "K""1 10 wzeol such vessel, ac-
coi ding to the rules and practice now in force in the navy.

ietofveJ I hat the said committee be further instructed

ujjon receiving such statements or report*, and clas^Tng thc'
fi,-.Fir j*. Meordnig to tlieir siie and .p.alities, whether

im' nnT. °'' .',e tOH6t' or ,br *ryu* >" "eets, or

y>°" t,ie ocean, to inquire into the most effective descrip¬
tion ol armament lor such vessels, and whether such as may be

M«*i!.TnI ,IU°rt *ui'?b,e t°d ProI>er .>* now on hand and in a
state ol readiness lor Such purpose, and report to this House at
as early a day as practicable the result of such inquiries.
The resolutions were received, read, and adopted.

ROTATION IN AND APPORTIONMENT OF OFFICE.

of
°f 1 onn.8see' lnovetl tl»e following series

Resolveil, That rotation in office, in the opinion of this
House, is one of the cardinal tenets in a republican form of

wl.Itlv.^ |a"i °|U|K, Uever to, he violkted on any pretence
» ^< t5l,oul,i. practised upon by all Administrations,

it^aidicss 01 their party names.
That eight years, in the opinion of this House, is

main !Knf|- I*"* ""''"dual ought to be permitted to re-

lid ,i *. .*£ appointment .s conferred upon the Pre-

bv thl C. 1VV Su,t"Hi'»' heads of Departments, either
by the Constitution or by l.», all(| al lhe expiration of said

'» «-

/iesohcti, That, in the opinion of this House, the appoint¬
ment of persons to office should be made upon the basis of rep-

. i0"' .be States in the Congress of the Uni¬
te I States j that is to say, the whole number of persons ap¬
pointed to office should be divided by the whole number of
Representatives, giving to each Congressional district in the

T,1'/ ?* officers under the Federal Government.
/tentvert, 1 hat, in the opinion of this House, even Con-

""r tb« U,"°" '* mor,f t,'"n competent to for-

nthlr °lhccr»' upon lhe principle as laid down
in the foregoing resolutions, who would be honest csoabl,-
aridLiaithtul tothe Constitution of the Uoited States.

' '

t,le °P'uion of this House, immediately
after all the offices shall be filled upon the principle as laid
< own in these resolutions, the President and heads of Depart-
ricui'inf divide the whole number of Congressional^is-
11 ,"IU> ,our "I""1 divisions, or as near so a. may be practU

cable, classing them one, two, three, and lour ; the officers be-
longing to the first district tailing into the first class, sliall be

seconil clasMX l|n|t,0n of ht > ; those falling into the
second class shall be vacated at the expii-ation of six years-
those tailing into the third class shall lie vacated at the expira¬
tion o. lour years ; those falling into the fourth class *^1^
acated at the expiration of two years, so that one-fourth of the
hole number of officers thus appointed would be retiring fi-om

office every two years, and a new set coming in, to fiflX^
caneies thus occasioned.

8 .'

ftrrohxt/, 'I hat, in the opinion of this House, in the selec-
1011 of individuals to fill the offices under the Federal Govern-
im-nt due regard should be bail to the tarmcr. aud mechanics

offices.
*0 Jts To give them their fair propoitiTof^d

Jiesoheii Tljat, in the opinion of this House, the iconic
the principle* ol the Constitution, the spirit of the times and
justice, all demand at the hands of the President and heads of
IJepriments, so soon as may be practicable, to carry into full
and lair ellect the principles and doctrines as laid down iu the
foregoing resolutions.

The resolutions having been read
E' HOLMES moved 10 amend by

°ffiCe* WPrC crc"ted forthe Government,

ru
Debate -ruing. Uie resolutions were l«d over under the

AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION.
Mr. VINTON, in pursuance of notice heretofore given

obtained leave and introduced the f.(lowing prorn^Uon of
amendment to the Constitution of the United Ktates. h wa.
read the find and second time, and committed to the Commit¬
tee ol the Whole on the state of the Union
Joint Resolution to amend the Constitution of the United

States.

ilts the and I,ou" °f Rrprr'rntatrira of

ftXTLTT, °f .1'nrr"'a {t-J-
! U' "f hot'1 Hotuet concurring,) I hat the follow I nir articic

P1 oposcil tothe legislatures of the several Stales as an
amendmeiit to the Constitution ol" the United States which
when ratified by three-fourths ol said Legislatures Uwll be*
come a |«rt of said Constitution, viz.

'

Article In and alter the \car one thousand eieht hun-

men , "Al*' il Sute entitled to vote lor
members of the llouse ol Representatives of the United State*
sliall elect from among its citizens a candidate for the Presi¬
dency ol the tinted Slates, 111 which election a majority of all
the vote* given sliall be necessary to a choice, fi", upon the
brat vote in any State, no one person shall have a majority of
all the votes gnen, another vote shall be had, which shall be
confined to the two persons having the greatest number ..|
vote* at the former voting 1 and if, upon such second vote the
two person* voted for shall have an equal number of votes' the
choice between tlicm sliall In: determined by lot. The elec¬
tion of candidates in each State shall be certified to the Con
gres* ol lhe United States, and, after the certifies^ elec-"
Hon m all the States shall have been transmitted to Congress
uiiilorin balls, ei,ual in number to the whole number of meni-
m is i.l the Senate ami House ol Representatives, shall be de¬
posited in an urn ; and, b<-fore the deiwsiting thereof, the name

of each State in t he United States shall be inscribed on a* manv
ol said ball* as shall be equal to the whole number of its mem-
hers ... both branches ofr Congress, and, in the presence.,
both Houses of Congress, a ball shall be drawn out by lot
and the candidate elected by the State the name of which is
upon.the ball out' ,he 'Ve.idenL All olthe re-

iiiHiiiinjf ball* having u,Km them the name of that Sute shall
hen be withdrawn from the urn, when, from those still re-

maining, another ball sliall be immediately drawn out, in like
manner as the firit, and the caiulifliite ele<-teit by the State th«»
name of which 1* that ball, shall he lb,- Vice President.

I lie times, places, and manner of holding elections in the
several Slate* for candidates, the manner of ascertaininK the
result, and of choosing by lot, when, on a second vote, the two

person* voted for »hall Uve an equal number of votes, sliall
be prescribed in each State by the legislature thereof; bm tb.
Congress may, at any time, by law, make or alter such rr

Utions, or any part thereof. Congress shall, bv U« rt ,

the mode of certifying to it the election of candidal «. ,1
conducting the choice by lot of the President and V.cc Pre.-
dent in the presence of the two House* thereof.

f.e second and fourth sections of the second srticle of the
Constitution of the United 9tates, and the twelfth article of the
amendments thereto, tliall Income mil and void on the Ukii.,;
effect ol this amendment.

k

BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE.
Wills were introduced, 00 leave, on notice of motions hereto¬

fore given, as follows
By Mr. (-RAN81 ON : A bill to construct a milifarv road

ironi I-ort Adams to Newport, in Rhode Island ; twice read
*'to thr Oommittee on Military Alliurs.

By Mr. JACOB TH0MP80N : A bill to grant land titles
in certain cases ; twice read and referred to the Committee 011

the Public Lands.
By Mr. McCLERNAND : A bill fo establish an armory

and foundry at Maaaar, on the Ohio riser j twice read and re¬

ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs.
By Mr. McCLELLAND: A bill for the relief of Charles

M. McKonxie ; twice read anil referred to the Committee on

the Public Land*.
By Mr. JAMES B. HUNT A bill to extend the limits of

the Grand River ami faganaw laml districts in the State of
Michigan ; twice read and referred to the Committee on the
Public Ij&nda.
By Mr. MOKGAN L. MARTIN s A bill to enable the

people of Wisconsin U> form a Constitution and State Govern¬
ment ; Iwice read ami referred to the Committee on the Ter¬
ritories.
By Mr. DODGE A bill granting certain lands fo the Tar-

I ritory of Iowa to sid in the improvement of the navigation of
the Dc» Moines river in said Territory 5 twice read and refer¬
red to the Committee on the Public Landi..


